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Abstract

This article describes the trend in the activities of TSAG (Telecommunication Standardization
Advisory Group) in the present study period (2005-2008) of ITU-T (International Telecommunication
Union, Telecommunication Standardization Sector). TSAG is the advisory group that investigates the
strategy and priority of operations in ITU-T as a whole or several Study Groups with common issues.
The activities of TSAG indicate the general direction that ITU-T activities will take in the future.

1. Position, role, and schedule

2. Working methods

The Telecommunication Standardization Advisory
Group (TSAG) [1] occupies the same hierarchical
level as the Study Groups (SGs) in the organization
chart of ITU-T (International Telecommunication
Union, Telecommunication Standardization Sector)
[2] in WTSA (World Telecommunication Standard-
ization Assembly). WTSA is a general meeting of
ITU-T that is held every four years. TSAG gives
advice on working methods, strategies, and manage-
ment issues to the director of ITU-T and to all the
SGs.

The roles of TSAG and SGs are shown in Table 1,
and the organizational composition of TSAG and the
roles of Working Parties (WPs) are shown in Fig. 1.
TSAG meetings are held at intervals of eight or nine
months like other SG meetings. The venue is usually
ITU headquarters in Geneva. The schedule of meet-
ings during the current study period (2005-2008) is
shown in Table 2. Four meetings have been held so
far and two more are scheduled to be held. This article
describes the trend in TSAG activities in this study
period, providing an update to the previous article in
January 2005 [3].
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To respond to the rapid development of information
technology (IT) in the area of standardization and
survive in this competitive environment among other
standardization-related forums, ITU-T needs to
improve the efficiency of its activities by improving
its working methods. Various countries in Asia,
Europe, and Africa had been asking for a change in
the “single member state veto”, which was allowed in
the case of the approval of a recommendation. These
countries considered that the veto caused a delay in
the standardization process. After the end of the dis-
cussion at the 3rd TSAG meeting, the single member
state veto was revised so that recommendations based
on the Alternative Approval Process, which do not
include policy or regulatory matters, could be
approved unless two or more countries were in oppo-
sition. The unconditional replacement of “single
member state veto” was prevented by opposition
from the USA and Syria. Nevertheless, the resulting
conditional change significantly accelerates the
approval process.

The structures of the existing FG (Focus Group)
and JCA (Joint Coordination Activity) are insuffi-
cient to handle discussions about new research tasks
studied by more than one SG or by organizations
other than ITU, so a new Correspondence Group
(CG) was established to study the working methods
and organizational structure appropriate for such
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Table 1. Roles of TSAG and SGs.

TSAG Telecommunication Standardization Advisory Group
SG2 Operational aspects of service provision, network and performance
SG3 Tariff and accounting principles including related telecommunication economic and policy issues
SG4 Telecommunication management
SG5 Protection against electromagnetic environment effects
SG6 Outside plant and related indoor installations
SG9 Integrated broadband cable networks and television and sound transmission
SG11 Signaling requirements and protocols
SG12 Performance and quality of service
SG13 Next Generation Networks
SG15 Optical and other transport network infrastructures
SG16 Multimedia terminals, systems, and applications
SG17 Security, languages, and telecommunication software
SG19 Mobile telecommunication networks

TSAG 1 WP1: Working Methods ‘

Chairman: Chairman: Mr. Jacques Boulvin (France)
Mr. Gary Fishman (USA) ‘

WP2: Work Program, Program Management and Strategy ‘

Vice Chairmen:
Mr. Jacques Boulvin (France)
Mr. Nabil Kisrawi (Syria)
Mr. Andrea Macchioni (ltaly) 7‘
Mr. Oleg Mironnikov (Russia)
Mr. Haruo Okamura (Japan)
Mr. Aboubakar Zourmba (Cameroon) ‘

Chairman: Mr. Haruo Okamura (Japan)

WP3: Electronic Working Methods and Publication Policy ‘

Chairman: Mr. Stephen J. Trowbridge (USA)

WP4: External Cooperation, Technology Watch and Promotion ‘

Chairman: Mr. Andrea Macchioni (Italy)

Fig. 1. Structure of TSAG (2005—2008 study period).

Table 2. Schedule of TSAG meetings (2005-2008 study period).

Meeting dates Status
1st March 14-18, 2005 held
2nd November 7—11, 2005 held
3rd July 3-7, 2006 held
4th February 26 to March 1, 2007 held
5th December 3-7, 2007 confirmed
6th July 2-11, 2008 proposed
kinds of situations. 3. Work programs, program management,
In addition, ITU-T recognizes that there is no lon- and strategies
ger any difference between a contribution and a
delayed document. ITU-T has promoted reform to The CG, which considers the reorganization of
improve its operational efficiency steadily. SGs, was established at the 4th meeting. It is chaired

by the WP2 Chairman, Haruo Okamura. The discus-
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sion of SG reorganization will continue, mainly
within this CG.

Many new problems arose through the many meet-
ings and discussions, and approaches for solving
them were discussed. The statuses of several major
problems in TSAG are described below.

(1) Next Generation Network (NGN)

There was a plan to reconsider NGN studies within
two years of the last WTSA meeting in 2004. The
inauguration of NGN-GSI (Global Standards Initia-
tive) in the 2nd TSAG meeting completed the system
for coordinating SG meeting schedules and other
matters. This system had been discussed intensively,
and that discussion contributed to the early comple-
tion of NGN release 1 standards.

Korea proposed the merger of SG13 and SG19 in
the 3rd TSAG meeting, but this was not discussed and
was held over until the next WTSA. Therefore, the
present structure will continue for the time being.

(2) Home networks

The need for standardization of home networks was
discussed to promote networking and services for
using home electric appliances, communication
equipment, and entertainment equipment. As a result,
the “Home Network Initiative”, which is a frame-
work, started activities by adopting the Japanese
proposal in the 2nd TSAG meeting with cooperation
among SGs and ITU-R (International Telecommuni-
cation Union, Radiocommunication Sector). The
subjects of identifying the study themes and the
architecture of home networks are currently being
discussed in the JCA on Home Networks in coopera-
tion with ISO/IEC.

(3) Networked ID

Electronic tags were originally standardized by ISO
(International Organization for Standardization).
Japan and Korea took the leading role in advocating
the consideration of the social impact of electronic
tags and the need for their standardization in ITU-T.
To this end, the establishment of the JCA on NID
(network aspects of identification systems) [4] was
agreed in the 3rd TSAG meeting. Korea called for the
establishment of an FG, but this was not allowed
because of opposition from France. An article
describing NID activities appeared in the March 2007
issue of this magazine [5].

(4) IPTV (Internet protocol television)

The need for standardization of IPTV began to be
widely recognized, and the 1st meeting of the FG on
IPTV, which was established by ITU-T, was held in
July 2006. TSAG discussed how to promote IPTV
standardization and prescribed using SG13 as a par-

ent SG for the FG on IPTV at the 3rd TSAG meeting.
This means that ITU-T recognizes that IPTV is one of
the important applications on the NGN. An article
describing FG IPTV activities appeared in the Janu-
ary 2007 issue of this magazine [6].

4. Electronic working methods and
publication policy

Several policies are being followed with the aim of
reducing expenditures, improving conditions for ITU
members, and saving resources. TSAG is aiming to
hold a paperless meeting by the end of 2007, and the
environment in the Geneva headquarters for using
electronic meeting documents is already complete. A
trial of free access to the recommendation documents
began in January this year. Afterwards, the number of
document downloads increased significantly. Users
were thankful for this service considering the high
price of the ITU recommendation DVD. There will be
a decision about whether the trial access should con-
tinue and whether it should be made free permanent-

ly.

5. External cooperation, technology watch,
and promotion

A Technology Watch Correspondence Group
(TWCG) was established in the 1st TSAG meeting to
identify in advance the problems to be studied in the
future by ITU-T. The people involved carry out
email-based discussions in this group.

Debates about electronic tags were often held in
TSAG during the current study period (2005-2008).
The ubiquitous sensor network was taken up by the
JCA on NID as a new theme for the 4th meeting.

6. Conclusion

This article described the situation of TSAG on the
basis of results obtained up to and including the 4th
meeting held from February 26 to March 1, 2007. It
mentioned several problems that have not yet been
taken up in SGs and the standardization strategies of
each country. One can understand the activities and
predict future trends of ITU-T by paying attention to
TSAG. Only two TSAG meetings remain in this
study period. Arguments and tactics about SG reorga-
nization seem to be more active among member states
that have their sights set on assuming SG chairman
posts in the next WTSA in 2008. Japan needs to con-
tinue participating aggressively in TSAG and to con-

NTT Technical Review



Global Standardization Activities

tribute to the improvement of ITU-T activities.
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